
  

Dr. Phil l ip Garth Law:  His Extraordinary Life and Times 
Dr. Ph i l l i p  Gar th  L aw: an Antarctic explorer, scientist, educationalist, 
admin istrator, author, public speaker, photographer, lecturer, musician (clarinet, 
saxophone and piano accordion) sportsman (tennis, cr icket, football,  
swimming, skii ng and boxing) and phil anthropist, who has crammed a lot in to his  
ninety-seven years. 
 

He is responsibl e for Austral ia’s permanent presence in The Antarctic. Over a 
period of nineteen years (1947-1966) he developed The Australian National 
Antarctic Research Expedit ions (ANARE) scienti fic programme, established 
Australia’s three permanent Antarctic continental stations and dir ected the 
exploration of some 4,800 kil ometres of Antarctic coast and 1,300,000 square 
kil ometres of then unknown Antarctic territ ory, as well as devising the 
admin istrative machinery to raise Australia’s Antarctic Division which he 
commanded. He also played a prominent part in the creation and development of 
The Antarctic Treaty and The I nternational Scienti fic Commit tee on Antarctic 

Research (SCAR). He made twenty-eight voyages to Antarctica and it s sub-Antarctic regions.  From 1966 to 1977 he 
was Executive Vice-President of The Victor ia I nsti tute of Colleges (VIC) and thus responsibl e for creating a new 
archit ecture of ter tiary education as an alternative to the universit y system. The VIC led the way in developing 
Australia’s national system of colleges of advanced education. 
 
Ma jor  I an  Too h i l l :  a teacher, photo journalist and video producer who has spent most of his career in Education. 
He has also spent over forty years as a ci tizen soldier . His love of photography and a good yarn have seen him  
produce a number of stories for  publication. He fir st went to Antarctica in 1982 as a member of The Australian 
Army’s detachment.  I n between his mil i tary tasks he photographed the fauna, personnel, stations and landscape. 
He also shot and fil med a documentary which Dr. Law later narrated as an Education Department of Victoria 
production.  Between 1984 and 2007 he conducted his many interviews cover ing Law’s lif e. This is the result. 
 

30 0 p A5 book , 24p colou r ed plates Paper back  IS BN  978-0-9806106 -0-4  
An audio DVD is planned to follow. Express your in terest by ticking the box below.
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