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Dr. Philip Garth Law: His Extraordinary Life and Times

Dr. Phillip Garth Law: an Antarctic explorer, scientist, educationalist,
administrator, author, public speaker, photographer, lecturer, musician (clarinet,
saxophone and piano accordion) sportsman (tennis, cricket, football,
swimming, skiing and boxing) and philanthropist, who has crammed alot into his
nin ety-seven years.

He is responsible for Australia’s permanent presence in The Antarctic. Over a
period of nineteen years (1947-1966) he developed The Australian National
Antarctic Research Expeditions (ANARE) scientific programme, established
Australia’s three permanent Antarctic continental stations and directed the
exploration of some 4,800 kilometres of Antarctic coast and 1,300,000 square
kilometres of then unknown Antarctic territory, as well as devising the
administrative machinery to raise Australia’s Antarctic Division which he
commanded. He also played a prominent part in the creation and development of
The Antarctic Treaty and The International Sdentific Committee on Antarctic
Research (SCAR). He made twenty-eight voyages to Antarctica and its sub-Antarctic regions. From 1966 to 1977 he
was Executive Vice-President of The Victoria Institute of Colleges (VIC) and thus responsible for creating a new
architecture of tertiary education as an alternative to the university system. The VIC led the way in developing
Australia’s national system of colleges of advanced education.

Major lan Toohill: ateacher, photo journalist and video producer who has spent most of his career in Education.
He has also spent over forty years as a citizen soldier. His love of photography and a good yarn have seen him
produce a number of stories for publication. He first went to Antarctica in 1982 as a member of The Australian
Army’s detachment. In between his military tasks he photographed the fauna, personnel, stations and landscape.
He also shot and filmed a documentary which Dr. Law later narrated as an Education Department of Victoria
production. Between 1984 and 2007 he conducted his many interviews covering Law’s life. This is the result.
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An audio DVD is planned to follow. Express your interest by ticking the box below.
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